SPORTS | C1 


ARMY-NAVY GAME: 
A LASTING RIVALRY 


a” Pulitzer Prizes 


RALLY | C7 


WOOD ROMPS 
TO TITLE, 49-14 


delphia Inquirer 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 9, 2017 | BiG PHILLYINQUIRER | CITY & D | c | $2 


NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK 


CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES 


‘LIKE A WAR ZONE’ 


<<. 
a 
Se È 


= 


Fire crews search for hot spots among destroyed homes in the Rancho Monserate Country Club retirement community in Fallbrook, Calif. 
Public health officials warned of dangerously bad air quality in the Los Angeles area as fires raged for a fifth day Friday. GREGORY BULL / AP 


Dense pillars of smoke make it hard for people to breathe. 


By Scott Wilson and Mark Berman 


WASHINGTON POST 


JAI, Calif. — The Gold- 
en State burned on Fri- 
day, raging wildfires 
again cloaking South- 
ern California in night- 
marish flame and towering smoke 
visible from miles away. 

As the fires raged for a fifth day, 
much of the region also faced a 
lingering threat posed by the 
dense pillars of smoke. Public 
health officials warned of danger- 
ously bad air quality and said it 
was particularly threatening for 
elderly, children, and people with 
respiratory or heart conditions. 
Los Angeles County issued smoke 
advisories, urging people to re- 
main indoors when possible, while 
Santa Barbara County officials 
said they expected 50,000 masks 
to be distributed. 

Phil Moyal, an air quality special- 
ist in Ventura County, said the 


smoke was causing hazardous con- 


ditions there, especially in the Ojai 
Valley, which is surrounded by 
mountains trapping the smoke. 
“When we say ‘off the charts’ we 
mean off the charts,” Moyal said 
Friday about the air quality mea- 
surements. “I would not want to 
be there too long. ... I would tell 
people to go to Seattle. There are 
not many places in Southern Cali- 
fornia that are clean or will stay 
clean, and that can change in a 
minute depending on the wind.” 
President Trump on Friday de- 
clared an emergency in California, 
ordering federal aid to the state in 
response to a request from Gov. 
Jerry Brown. Firefighters, joined 
by reinforcements from outside 
the state, battled blazes that 
cropped up along a stretch of 
southwestern California greater 
than the distance between the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and Trenton. 
See FIRES on A4 
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TAX OVERHAUL 


For graduate students, it’s pass and fail 


They say House bill could make it impossible for them to continue their education. 


By Aubrey Whelan 
STAFF WRITER 

Katie Warczak has had a pro- 
ductive first year in her gradu- 
ate program at Pennsylvania 
State University. 

She taught a class of under- 
sraduates, landed a coveted 
spot on a research project, and 
got accepted into her depart- 
ment’s Ph.D. program. But 
these days, the student of 20th 
century American literature is 
focusing more on something far 
afield from her area of exper- 
tise: the tax bill moving through 
Congress. 

That’s because if a single pro- 
vision in the House version of 
the bill makes it into the final 
law, Warczak says, she’ll likely 


have to leave school. She won’t 
be able to afford the taxes. 

Large universities’ infrastruc- 
tures depend in part on the 
work of graduate students, who 
pay taxes on the small stipends 
they get for teaching classes 
and conducting research. But 
competitive schools like Penn 
State generally sweeten the 
deal by waiving their tuition 
fees, too. 

It’s money that grad students 
say never actually makes its 
way into their wallets. But it’s 
money the House has proposed 
taxing as income, in a move that 
tax experts say would upend the 
finances of students who, in 
many cases, are cash-strapped 

See STUDENTS on A6 


University of Southern California students rally to protest a bill they 
say will significantly boost their taxes. AL SEIB / Los Angeles Times 
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PAYOFF PROBE 


Brady 
aide 

pleads 
guilty 


Strategist admitted lying 
to agents investigating 


a $90,000 payment 
to a primary rival. 


By Jeremy Roebuck 
STAFF WRITER 

A top political strategist for 
U.S. Rep. Robert Brady on Fri- 
day became the latest defendant 
to admit his role in a scheme to 
illegally cover up $90,000 the 
congressman’s campaign paid a 
2012 primary challenger to drop 
out of the race. 

Donald “D.A.” Jones pleaded 
guilty to charges of lying to feder- 
al agents and agreed to cooper- 
ate with the ongoing investiga- 
tion in a brief hearing in federal 
court in Philadelphia. 

His admission of guilt is the 
first to come from within Brady’s 
camp in a case that already has 
wrung guilty pleas from the con- 
gressman’s 2012 opponent — 
former Municipal Court Judge 
Jimmie Moore — and the judge’s 
former campaign manager. 

“I accept full responsibility for 
my actions and consider my 
guilty plea a first step in making 
amends,” Jones said in a state- 
ment issued by his attorney Alan 
J. Tauber after the hearing. “I 
apologize to the people of Phila- 
delphia and to my family for 
bringing this dishonor upon 
them.” 

See BRADY on A4 


Republicans 
used detailed 
voter data 


Party leaders had fought to 
keep the documents secret 
in redistricting case. They 
may have affected lines. 


By Jonathan Lai 
STAFF WRITER 

Republican lawmakers used 
detailed data on the partisan 
leanings of voters when they cre- 
ated the current Pennsylvania 
congressional map, according to 
documents federal judges had or- 
dered them to turn over in a trial 
that began this week. 

Lawyers for House Speaker 
Mike Turzai and Senate Presi- 
dent Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati 
had fought to keep private a 
trove of documents as they pre- 
pared for the trial, which began 
Monday in Philadelphia. They 
also sought to block the docu- 
ments in a separate state gerry- 
mandering trial that begins next 
week in Harrisburg. 

Among them are maps that 
contain detailed data on partisan- 
ship across the state, which ex- 
perts said appear to confirm 
widespread suspicion that Re- 
publicans had intentionally 
drawn the map to favor their par- 
ty. One map’s database contains 
details for each of the more than 
9,000 voting districts in the 
state, including the races and 
ethnicities of voters and results 
from state and national elections 
from 2004 through 2010. Also in- 
cluded are metrics that appear 

See DISTRICTS on A4 
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